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Description automatically generated]Polk County Opioid Settlement Advisory Council Minutes
October 9th, 2024, | 10 a.m.- 11 a.m. | Virtual


Attendees:  
Members: 
James Tadman, Greg Widseth, Dr. Mary Sens, Marley Melbye, Andrew Larson, Shannon Kronlund, Laura DeLage, Jackie Hanson, Catherine Johnson, Jodi Ramberg, Libby Boucher
Chief Strategist – Polk County Public Health
Sarah Shimek

1. Welcome 
2. PCPH has started receiving some reimbursement requests from some opioid grantees.  Sarah R. and Sarah S. continue to provide consultation to the Care & Share and the NAIC opioid grantees.  PCPH’s media coordinator created “shout out” posts for each of the opioid grantees.  The posts have been circulating on the PCPH social media platforms.
3. Community Narcan trainings-The first of three community Narcan trainings happened on Wednesday, September 25, at the EGF Campbell Library.  The next training will be held at the Crookston Library on Wednesday, October 9, from 5:30-6:30 pm.  The last of the three community trainings will be held at the Fosston Library on Wednesday, October 16, from 5:00-6:00 pm.  At each of these trainings, a box of free Narcan, will be given to each participant, while supplies last.  Sarah S. will again share the flyers for the upcoming trainings with the council for them to share out with their clients/community partners.  Sarah S. is working with Sarah R. to advertise that Sarah S. is now trained in the Stanford Healthy Futures curriculum and is available to offer this alternative to suspension for schools that have students that have been caught vaping on school grounds.
4. Council member sharing-
· Andrew L. with Tri-County Community Corrections talked about their annual resource fair held in August.  He invited any council members and their agencies to host a booth if they would have any resources that would benefit incarcerated individuals.  Sarah S. will share the informational flyer with the council.
· Marley M. with Tri-Valley Opportunity Council stated they will be starting a service provider group for the aging population.
· Catherine J. with Inter-County Community Council shared they will be hosting a regional workforce event with a speaker in Thief River Falls on October 29.  Sarah S. will share the informational flyer with the council.
· Libby B. with the United Way shared that they will be hosting a cookout on Monday, October 14 at 5:30 before the volleyball game.  There will be a free will donation, and all are welcome.
· Catherine J. with Inter-County Community Council asked if there could be some statistics shared about what people are seeing in Polk County regarding recent drug use trends.  She had read that opioid overdose deaths have started declining nationally and was wondering if that were also the case locally.  A discussion ensued with council members regarding anecdotal stories of drug use on local and out of state college campuses.  Some council members have heard that there has been a resurgence in popularity of cocaine usage at some local colleges/universities and that some students are quite flippant when speaking of their cocaine use.  There was discussion about the prevalence of most drugs being laced with fentanyl, and that some out of state colleges/universities are giving students drug test strips as a mode of harm reduction.  It is common that college students are pushing the boundaries on substance use.  During the discussion it was mentioned it would be helpful to target prevention information to HS students to prepare them for environments at college where they might be asked to use drugs.  Jodi R. with UMC stated she could gather some recent campus health statistics for the December meeting.  Sarah S. will ask Aeisso S. if he can prepare some information to share from his office at the December meeting.  
5. Recommendations for Council Member replacements-Darin Selzler from the Crookston PD will not be extending his term into 2025.  The council recommended asking someone from the Fosston PD.  Sarah S. will reach out to Cassie Heide for recommendations from the Fosston PD.  Nick N. from the Crookston Area Ambulance has already been asked to take Jake Dahle’s place.  The Polk County Board of Commissioners will need to vote on any new council members.
6. Next meeting: December 11th 10am-11am (virtual)
7. Adjournment at 10:50 AM
Minutes by SS
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