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JANUARY 20, 2026 

BOARD MINUTES 

 

 Pursuant to motion of adjournment, the Polk County Board of Commissioners met in 

regular session at 9:30 o’clock a.m., January 20, 2026. Members present: Commissioner Paul 

Reese, Commissioner Warren Strandell, Commissioner Gary Willhite, Commissioner Joan Lee, 

and Charles S. Whiting, County Administrator, Clerk of the Board. Others present: Samuel 

Melbye, Deputy Clerk of the Board. District 5 seat vacant. 

 

 AGENDA 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Willhite and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the January 20, 2026, agenda. 

 

CONSENT ITEMS 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Willhite seconded by Commissioner Reese and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the January 20, 2026, consent items: 

1. Approve January 6, 2026, Board minutes as corrected. 

2. Approve Commissioner Warrants: General Revenue Fund, $58,190.40; Public Works 

Fund, $79,832.33; Public Safety Fund, $166,125.93; Public Health Fund, $26,926.12; 

Opioid Settlement, $6,467.79; Spec Assmnts (Ditch) Fund, $101,440.35; 

Environmental Services Fund, $10,166.13; Solid Waste, $79,969.32; Landfill Fund, 

$30,627.76; Per Diems, $1,950.00; Meal Reimbursements (without over-night 

lodging), $132.89; and Sign Audit List. 

3. Approve payment to US Bank, St. Louis, MO, in the amount of $107,416.41 for 

procurement card purchases. 

 

COUNTY BOARD MEMBER ISSUE FORUM 

1. Commissioner Reese brought forth that he attended the following meetings: 

a. Tri-Valley Opportunity Council meeting. 

b. Lake Agassiz Regional Library meeting. 

c. Received some calls from residents regarding land surveying questions in Lengby 

and Columbia Township. 

2. Commissioner Strandell brought forth that he attended the following meetings: 

a. Tri-County Corrections meeting. 

b. Radio Board meeting. 

c. East Grand Forks Inter-Government meeting. 

d. Pine to Prairie Drug and Violent Crime Task Force meeting. 

3. Commissioner Willhite brought forth that he attended the following meetings: 

a. Tri-County Corrections meeting. 

b. Tri-Valley Opportunity Council meeting. 

4. Commissioner Lee brought forth that she attended the following meetings: 

a. Two Long Term Services and Support meetings. 

b. State Community Health Services Advisory Committee Membership meeting. 

c. State Community Health Services Advisory Committee Executive Board meeting. 

d. Monthly Radio Program 



January 20, 2026  

 

e. Toured Center for Hope recovery facility. 

f. Minnesota African American Family Preservation and Child Welfare 

Disproportionality Act Case Review Subcommittee meeting. 

g. Minnesota African American Family Preservation and Child Welfare 

Disproportionality Act Work Force Subcommittee meeting. 

h. East Polk County Soil and Water Conservation District meeting. 

i. Pine and Prairie Drug and Violent Crimes Task Force meeting. 

j. East Grand Forks Inter-Government meeting. 

k. Discussed changing the special board meeting scheduled for September 16, 2026, 

due to the Policy Committee meeting that is being held in Bemidji, MN on the same 

day. A motion was made by Commissioner Reese seconded by Commissioner 

Strandell and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve adding Changing 

the Date of the Special Board Meeting Scheduled for September 16, 2026, to the 

January 20, 2026, Board agenda. A motion was made by Commissioner Reese 

seconded by Commissioner Willhite and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board 

to change the date of the special board meeting scheduled for September 16, 2026, 

to September 14, 2026. 

 

HIGHWAY 

 Richard Sanders, Polk County Engineer, came before the Board with matters pertaining to 

his department: 

1. Angus/Liberty Township Land Leases 

A motion was made by Commissioner Reese seconded by Commissioner Strandell and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to allow the Polk County Board Chair, County 

Administrator, and County Attorney to sign the agreements for both Angus and Liberty Township 

lands leases. 

 

SHERIFF 

 James Tadman, Polk County Sheriff, came before the Board with matters pertaining to his 

department: 

1. Monthly Sheriff’s Report 

The December 2025 Monthly Sheriff’s Report was discussed and presented to the 

Board. (Report on file in the Administrator’s Office) 

2. 2025 Calls for Service Highlights 

Highlighted Calls for Service in 2025 were discussed with the Board. 

3. Fifth Amended and Restated Joint Powers Agreement for the Pine to Prairie Drug 

and Violent Crimes Task Force 

A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Reese and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the Chair of the Polk County Board of 

Commissioners to sign the Fifth Amended and Restated Joint Powers Agreement for the Pine to 

Prairie Drug and Violent Crime Task Force. 

 

SOCIAL SERVICES 

 Victoria Ramirez, Social Services Manager, on behalf of Karen Warmack, Social Services 

Director, came before the Board with matters pertaining to Karen’s department: 
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1. Tri-Valley Opportunity Council Transportation Contract 

A motion was made by Commissioner Willhite seconded by Commissioner Reese and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the Transportation Contract with Tri-Valley 

Opportunity Council for the period of January 1, 2026, through June 30, 2026. 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

 Sarah Reese, Public Health Director, came before the Board with matters pertaining to her 

department: 

1. Opioid Settlement Funds Contracts 

a. Riverview Recovery Center 

A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Willhite and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the Polk County Opioid Settlement fund 

contract with Riverview Recovery Center for $50,000.00. 

b. Care and Share of Crookston, Inc. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Reese and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the Polk County Opioid Settlement fund 

contract with Care and Share of Crookston, Inc. for $60,000.00. 

2. 2026 Polk County Opioid Settlement Advisory Council Appointments 

A motion was made by Commissioner Reese seconded by Commissioner Willhite and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the Polk County Opioid Settlement Advisory 

Council Appointments as presented. (List available in Administrator’s Office) 

3. Restated Professional Services Agreement with Altru Health Systems 

A motion was made by Commissioner Reese seconded by Commissioner Strandell and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the restated Professional Services Agreement 

with Altru Health System for Medical Consultation Services. 

4. Advertise and Hire Emergency Preparedness and Response Coordinator 

A motion was made by Commissioner Willhite seconded by Commissioner Reese and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the advertisement and hiring of one 

Emergency Preparedness and Response Coordinator, and any subsequent vacancies, within Polk 

County Public Health. 

 

MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEMS 

 Levi Webster, MIS Director, came before the Board with matters pertaining to his 

department: 

1. Microsoft Licensing Agreement Renewal 

A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Reese and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the 3-year Microsoft contract and the 2026 

annual Microsoft Licensing totaling $192,300.65. 

 

PROPERTY RECORDS 

 Samuel Melbye, Director of Property Records, came before the Board with matters 

pertaining to his department: 

1. 2026 General Special Election Canvassing Date 

A motion was made by Commissioner Reese seconded by Commissioner Willhite and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve setting the date to canvass the ballots for the 
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2026 General Special Election on Wednesday, February 11, 2026, at 1:00 pm in the Polk County 

Board Room. 

 

COMMISSIONER WARRANTS 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Willhite seconded by Commissioner Reese and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board that the following Commissioner Warrants were 

approved: 

 

COMMISSIONER WARRANTS 

DATED 01/23/2026 

APPROVED 01/20/2026 
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With no further business, the Board adjourned to reconvene at 8:00 o’clock a.m., February 

3, 2026. 

 

 

      __________________________________________ 

      Joan Lee, Vice Chair 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Charles S. Whiting, County Administrator 

Clerk of the Board 


