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POLK COUNTY BOARD 
 

MEETING LOCATION: 
GOVERNMENT CENTER, 612 N. BROADWAY, CROOKSTON, MN 

COUNTY BOARD ROOM #234A 
AGENDA 

 
MARCH 17, 2026 

 
9:30 A.M. MEETING OPEN/CONVENE 
 
  CALL TO ORDER 
 
  PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO FLAG 
 
  REVIEWAL & APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 

CONSENT ITEMS 
1. Approve the March 3, 2026, Board minutes. 
2. Approve the Commissioner Warrants and sign the Audit List. 
3. Approve payment to US Bank, St. Louis, MO, in the amount of $52,587.53 for procurement 

card purchases. 
 

COUNTY BOARD MEMBERS ISSUE FORUM 
 
9:50  JAMES TADMAN – SHERIFF 

1. Monthly Sheriff’s Report 
 
10:10  RICHARD SANDERS – COUNTY ENGINEER 

1. Setting Hearing Date for County Ditch 70 Partial Abandonment Petition 
2. Approval of 2026 Sign Proposal from Newman Signs 
3. Bid Opening and Award for Overlays for CSAH 2, 74 and 48 

 
10:25  SARAH REESE – PUBLIC HEALTH DIRECTOR 

1. Out of State Travel Request 
 
10:30  CHUCK WHITING – ADMINISTRATION 

1. Approval of Abdo Services Agreement – Social Services Process Evaluation 
 
ADJOURN 
 
If you need any type of accommodation to participate in the Polk County Board meeting, please contact Chuck Whiting at 
(218) 281-5408 at least 1 working day before the meeting. This board agenda is subject to change without notice. 
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MARCH 3, 2026 
BOARD MINUTES 

 
 Pursuant to motion of adjournment, the Polk County Board of Commissioners met in 
regular session at 8:00 o’clock a.m., March 3, 2026. Members present: Commissioner Paul Reese, 
Commissioner Warren Strandell, Commissioner Ross Pape, Commissioner Gary Willhite, 
Commissioner Joan Lee, and Charles S. Whiting, County Administrator, Clerk of the Board. 
Others present: Samuel Melbye, Deputy Clerk of the Board. 
 
 AGENDA 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Pape and 
adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the March 3, 2026, agenda. 
 

CONSENT ITEMS 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Willhite seconded by Commissioner Reese and 
adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the March 3, 2026, consent items: 

1. Approve February 17, 2026, Board minutes. 
 

COUNTY BOARD MEMBER ISSUE FORUM 
1. Commissioner Reese brought forth that he attended the following meetings: 

a. West Central Regional Water District meeting. 
b. Tri-Valley Opportunity Council special meeting. 

2. Commissioner Strandell brought forth that he attended the following meetings: 
a. West Central Regional Water District meeting. 

3. Commissioner Pape brought forth that he attended the following meetings: 
a. Toured Polk County facilities visiting Departments & Department Heads with Polk 

County Administrator. 
4. Commissioner Willhite brought forth that he attended the following meetings: 

a. Tri-Valley Opportunity Council special meeting. 
b. Finance Committee meeting. 
c. Polk, Norman, and Mahnomen Community Health Board meeting. 

5. Commissioner Lee brought forth that she attended the following meetings: 
a. Household Hazardous Waste Advisory Committee meeting 

i. Commissioner Lee was re-elected Chair of the committee. 
b. Productive Alternatives - East Polk County Development Achievement Center 

Board meeting. 
c. Minnesota African American Family Preservation & Child Welfare 

Disproportionality Act meeting. 
d. Aquatic Invasive Species Task Force meeting. 
e. Finance Committee meeting. 
f. Department of Human Services (DHS) Performance Council meeting. 
g. DHS Long Term Services & Supports meeting. 
h. Polk, Norman, and Mahnomen Community Health Board meeting. 

 
SHERIFF 
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 James Tadman, Polk County Sheriff, came before the Board with matters pertaining to his 
department: 

1. Vehicle Fleet Update on 2026 Vehicle Orders and Sales 
Captain Jesse Haugen discussed the Sheriff Office’s fleet of vehicles and updated the 

Board on the vehicle orders and sales for 2026. 
2. Warranty Expiration on Special Threat Ballistic Plates and Ballistic Helmets 

A motion was made by Commissioner Reese seconded by Commissioner Pape and 
adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve the purchase of new special threat ballistic 
plates and ballistic helmets for Deputies. 

 
HIGHWAY 
Richard Sanders, Polk County Engineer, came before the Board with matters pertaining to 

his department: 
1. Approve Resolution (2026-10) and Sign MNDOT Agreement 106123 for CSAH 22 

A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Reese and 
adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to approve MNDOT Agreement 1062123 and to allow 
the Polk County Board Chair and the Polk County Administrator to sign the agreement. 

 
RESOLUTION (2026-10) 

 
Authorizing County Board Chair and County Administrator to Sign CSAH 22 Mill and 

Overlay Agreement with MNDOT 
 
The following resolution (2026-10) was offered by Commissioner Reese: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, By the Board of County Commissioners of Polk County that, pursuant to 
Minnesota Stat. Sec. 161.36, the Commissioner of Transportation be appointed as Agent of Polk 
County to accept as its agent, federal aid funds which may be made available for eligible 
transportation projects. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Polk County Board Chair Joan Lee and the Polk County 
Administrator Charles S. Whiting are hereby authorized and directed for and on behalf of Polk County 
to execute and enter into an agreement with the Commissioner of Transportation prescribing the terms 
and conditions of said federal aid participation as set forth and contained in “Minnesota Department 
of Transportation MnDOT Contract Number 1062123,” a copy of which said agreement was before 
the County Board and which is made a part hereof by reference. 
 
Commissioner Pape seconded the foregoing resolution, and it was declared adopted upon the 
following vote: YEAS: Commissioner Reese, Commissioner Strandell, Commissioner Pape, 
Commissioner Willhite, Commissioner Lee.  NAYS: None. 

 
2. Award Street Sweeping Quote for 2026 

A motion was made by Commissioner Pape seconded by Commissioner Willhite and 
adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to award the Sweeper Quote to Mathsen of Grand Forks, 
ND in the amount of $165.00 per hour. 
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PROPERTY RECORDS 
Annalee Jones, Deputy Director of Property Records, came before the Board with matters 

pertaining to the Public Hearing: 
1. Housing Incentive Program & Property Tax Abatements for the City of East 

Grand Forks 
Discussion was held with the Board regarding the Housing Incentive Program & 

Property Tax Abatements for the City of East Grand Forks. 
a. Opening of Public Hearing 

A motion was made by Commissioner Strandell seconded by Commissioner Pape 
and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to open the Public Hearing at 9:02 a.m. 

b. Close of Public Hearing 
A motion was made by Commissioner Reese seconded by Commissioner Pape and 

adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to close the Public Hearing at 9:03 a.m. 
c. Approve Resolution (2026-09) Proposed Tax Abatements for the City of East 

Grand Forks 
 

RESOLUTION (2026-09) 
 

Proposed Tax Abatements in the 
City of East Grand Forks 

 
The following resolution (2026-09) was offered by Commissioner Strandell: 
 
WHEREAS, The County of Polk has held a Public Hearing on the proposed 
abatements in the City of East Grand Forks pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 
469.1812 through and including 469.1815. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Polk County Board of 
Commissioners has proposed to abate the County’s share of property taxes on the 
following parcels for two years, unless otherwise noted: 
 
City of East Grand Forks 
83.04521.00 STEVEN & THERESE JOHNSON  $4,431.85 

83.04077.00 JEREMY & DANIELLE REHLING  $516.56 

83.00114.19 RICHARD & JUANITA SHORT  $1,407.65 

83.04113.00 JAMISON & MADISYN BREKKE  $1,094.32 
 Total for City of East Grand Forks  $7,450.38 
 
Commissioner Willhite seconded the foregoing resolution, and it was declared 
adopted upon the following vote: YEAS: Commissioner Reese, Commissioner 
Strandell, Commissioner Willhite, Commissioner Pape, and Commissioner Lee. 
NAYS: None. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
Jon Steiner, Environmental Services Administrator, came before the Board with matters 

pertaining to his department:
1. MPCA Co-collected Organics & Compost Grant – Change Order #5

Discussion was held with the Board regarding a change order on the MPCA Co-
collected Organics & Compost Grant. This will be brought back to the Board once the dollar 
amount of the change order is confirmed.

2. Update – Robot Tariffs – Co-collected SSOM & ASP Project Grant
A general update was provided to the Board regarding the tariff applied to the robots 

imported from Canada. The tariff was appealed and the appeal was approved and Polk County will 
be getting a refund of $214,475.50 plus $4,632.23 in interest for a total refund of $219,107.73.

ADMINISTRATION
Chuck Whiting, Polk County Administrator, came before the Board with matters pertaining 

to his department:
1. Consideration of Additional Funds for the West Central Regional Water District

Formation
Discussion was held with the Board regarding the options and potential costs of 

demolition of forfeited property located at 109 Vance Ave, Erskine, MN. A motion was made by 
Commissioner Willhite seconded by Commissioner Reese and adopted by unanimous vote of the 
Board to approve Professional Design Services from Widseth, in the amount not to exceed 
$25,000.00, for a feasibility demo study and building demolition design documents.

AUDITOR WARRANTS

AUDITOR WARRANTS 02/04/2026

AUDITOR WARRANTS 02/06/2026
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AUDITOR WARRANTS 02/06/2026

02/11/2026

02/11/2026

02/12/2026

02/18/2026
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02/18/2026
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02/18/2026

02/19/2026

02/25/2026

02/25/2026
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MANUAL WARRANTS 02/02/2026

MANUAL WARRANTS 02/20/2026

MANUAL WARRANTS 02/20/2026

With no further business, the Board adjourned to reconvene at 9:30 o’clock a.m., March
17, 2026.

__________________________________________
Joan Lee, Chair

ATTEST:

____________________________________
Charles S. Whiting, County Administrator
Clerk of the Board



















































































































Board of Commissioners
     Polk County Government Center

          612 N Broadway – Room 211
                           Crookston, MN  56716-1452

____________________________________________________________________________
TO:  POLK COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS            

CHUCK WHITING, POLK COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR

FROM: Richard Sanders, County Engineer and Sam Melbye, Director of Property 

Records. 

MEETING DATE: March 17, 2026

AGENDA ITEM: County Ditch No. 70

SUMMARY: 

Polk County Board acting as drainage authority for County Ditch 70 must set the 
Partial Abandonment Hearing Date and Time for the petition received. 

1. Wagner (Section 27 – Roome Township)

ACTION REQUESTED: (INFORMATION ONLY/MOTION/RESOLUTION)

A motion was made by Commissioner seconded by Commissioner acting as the drainage 
authority for County Ditch No. 70 and adopted by unanimous vote of the Board to set the Partial 
Abandonment Hearing date of June 2, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. based on the petition received by 
Wagner Acres (Gary Wagner) at the Polk County Government Center, Commissioners Room, 
Crookston, MN 56716.
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STATE OF MINNESOTA 
POLK COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 DRAINAGE AUTHORITY FOR POLK COUNTY DITCH 70 
 
 
The matter of the Petition of Wagner 
to Abandon a Portion of Polk County 
Ditch 70 
 

 
Findings and Order 
Acknowledging Filing and Setting 
Date for Hearing on Petition 
(103E.806) 
 

 
The Polk County Board of Commissioners, at its regular meeting on March 17, 2026, 

considered the petition for the abandonment of a portion of Polk County Ditch (CD) 70 
described as starting at the southeast corner of Section 27, T149N, R48W, thence west along 
the northside of County State Aid Highway 45 for approximately 1900 feet, then northwest to 
the northwest corner of Section 27, T149N, R48W, and there terminating. Upon review of the 
petition for abandonment, Commissioner __________________ moved, seconded by 
________________, to adopt the following: 
 

Findings 
 

1. On or about March 2026, the Polk County Highway Engineer received and filed the petition 
of Gary Wagner under statutes section 103E.806, to abandon a portion of Polk County Ditch 
70 in Section 27 of Roome Township, Polk County. 
 

2. The petition describes the portion to be abandoned as “County Ditch 70 starting at the SE 
Corner, Section 27, T149N, R48W. Thence west along the northside of County State Aid 
Highway 45 for approximately 1900 feet, then NW to the NW Corner of Section 27, T149N, 
R48W, and there terminating.” 

 
3. The petition asserts that the portion of CD 70 proposed to be abandoned is not of public 

benefit and utility and does not serve a substantial useful purpose to property remaining in 
the Polk County Ditch 70 system.  

 
4. In response to the filing of the petition, the Polk County Highway Engineer requested a 

meeting of the Drainage Authority for CD 70 to discuss the petition. 
 
5. The petition meets the requirements of statutes section 103E.806. 
 
Based on the foregoing findings, the Drainage Authority makes the following: 
 

Order 
 
A. The Drainage Authority acknowledges the proper filing of the petition. 
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B. The Drainage Authority sets a hearing on the petition for June 2, 2026, at 9:00 a.m., at Polk 

County Government Center, Commissioners Room, 612 N Broadway, Crookston, MN 56716. 
 

C. At the hearing, the Drainage Authority shall consider the petition and accompanying 
information, along with any additional evidence or testimony received at the hearing to 
determine whether the portion of the drainage system proposed to be abandoned serves a 
substantial useful purpose as part of the drainage system to any property remaining in the 
system or is of a substantial public benefit and utility. 
 

D. The Polk County Auditor is directed to give notice of the hearing by mail to the owners of all 
property benefited by CD 70, and either in a newspaper of general circulation within the 
affected drainage area or by publication on the Polk County website. 
 

E. The Drainage Authority directs the Polk County Engineer to review the information 
accompanying the petition and to provide a report to the Drainage Authority, in advance of 
the hearing, on whether or not the portion of the drainage system proposed to be 
abandoned serves a substantial useful purpose as part of the drainage system to any 
property remaining in the system or is of a substantial public benefit and utility. The 
engineer shall include in its report any recommendations for conditions of partial 
abandonment that, if met, would facilitate the partial abandonment meeting the statutory 
standard. 

  
After discussion, the Chair called the question. The question was on the adoption of the 
Findings and Order and there were __ yeas and __ nays as follows: 
 
    Yea  Nay  Absent  Abstain 
REESE                        
STRANDELL                         
WILLHITE                        
LEE                         
PAPE                         
 
Upon vote, the Board Chair declared the Resolution passed and the findings and order adopted. 
 
______________________________________   Dated: March 17, 2026 
Joan Lee, Chairperson, Board of Commissioners 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 3 
 
4904-1860-4436, v. 1 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
 

I, Samuel Melbye, Polk County Director of Property Records, do hereby certify that I have 
compared the above motion; Findings and Order with the original thereof as the same appears 
of record and on file with the Polk County Board of Commissioners and find the same to be a true 
and correct transcript thereof. The above Order was filed with me, Polk County Director of 
Property Records on March 17, 2026. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand this 17th day of March, 2026.  
        

    ______________________________  
           Samuel Melbye 
 



Board of Commissioners
     Polk County Government Center

          612 N Broadway – Room 211
                           Crookston, MN  56716-1452

____________________________________________________________________________
TO:  POLK COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS            

FROM: Richard Sanders, County Engineer

MEETING DATE:     03-17-2026                    

AGENDA ITEM: 2026 Sign Quotes

SUMMARY: 

1. Quotes were received until 4:30 pm March 6, 2026
2. Lowest Responsible Quote is Newman Signs, Jamestown ND in the 

amount of $16,189.00
3. Abstract will be handed out at Board Meeting

1. A motion by ______________ seconded by ____________ to award the 
2026 Sign Quote to Newman Signs in the amount of $16,189.00



Board of Commissioners
     Polk County Government Center

          612 N Broadway – Room 211
                           Crookston, MN  56716-1452

____________________________________________________________________________
TO:  POLK COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS            

FROM: Richard Sanders, County Engineer

MEETING DATE:     03-17-2026                    

AGENDA ITEM: Bid Opening – SAP 060-602-020 (CSAH 2), SAP 060-674-003 
(CSAH 74), SAP 015-648-004 (Clearwater CSAH 48) - Overlays

SUMMARY: 

1. Opened Bids for SAP 060-602-020 etc. at 10am on Friday March 13, 
2026

2. Lowest Responsible bidder is ?????
3. Abstract will be handed out at Board Meeting

1. A motion by ______________ seconded by ____________ to award the
contract for SAP 060-602-020 etc. to ??? in the amount of $???? and 
have the Administrator and Board Chair Sign the Contracts.



    
                 

    Board of Commissioners 
  Polk County Government Center 

                        612 N Broadway – Room 211  
                          Crookston, MN  56716-1452 

                            
   ____________________________________________________________________________ 
TO: POLK COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS       

CC: CHUCK WHITING, POLK COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 

FROM: SARAH REESE, PUBLIC HEALTH DIRECTOR 

MEETING DATE: March 17, 2026 

AGENDA ITEM: Out of state travel request Codi Lehmann and Taylor Lang 
 
Out of state travel request for Codi Lehmann, Community Health Supervisor and Taylor Lang, 
Wellness Coordinator, to attend the Government Social Media Conference in New Orleans, LA 
from May 5-7, 2026. All expenses paid through Regional Communications Infrastructure 
Innovations funds to meet training and work plan deliverables. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action Requested: Approval for out of state travel for Codi Lehmann, 
Community Health Supervisor and Taylor Lang, Wellness Coordinator, 
to attend the Government Social Media Conference in New Orleans, LA 
from May 5-7, 2026.  
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     Polk County Government Center

          612 N Broadway – Room 211
                           Crookston, MN  56716-1452

____________________________________________________________________________
TO:  POLK COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS            

FROM:  CHUCK WHITING, POLK COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR

MEETING DATE:  March 17, 2026                        

AGENDA ITEM: Approval of Abdo Services Agreement – Social Services

Process Evaluation

SUMMARY: This agreement is to utilize the services of Abdo Financial Services, 
Inc. to review and help coordinate fiscal processes with the Finance Department.

1. A key to moving ahead later this spring with new financial software is to coordinate 
fiscal processes with the County’s Finance Department to assure a clean roll out of new 
software. Social Services has traditionally managed its own fiscal operations.  This would 
help assure coordination later, while also assisting in determining an appropriate 
software.

2. A priority in acquiring new finance software for the County will be the ability to integrate 
SSIS between DHS and the county.  In fact, there will be no recommendation to proceed 
with the purchase of new finance software without the assurance this can be done.  This 
places the needs of our Social Services department at the forefront of any decision going 
forward and therefore using Abdo to assist will help to make this possible.

3. Abdo does have a former Social Services fiscal manager on its staff who will be assigned 
to this process evaluation.  The evaluation will identify fiscal operation issues to address 
and how best position functions between Social Services and the Finance Department as 
we approach new software acquisition.

4. We will continue to utilize the Abdo staff, particularly Annette Storm in addition to the 
staff identified in the proposal.  The cost for this evaluation is $19,000.

ACTION REQUESTED:  Motion and action approving the Abdo services agreement 
for a Social Services Process Evaluation.
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